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PUBLIC MEETING #1 SUMMARY AND ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS 

Clay County Master Transportation Plan 

 

Public Meeting #1 and an internet-based public survey were open for public comment from March 25 through April 

25, 2022. 

Public Meeting #1 was hosted at the Clay County 4-H Center in Vermillion, SD, on April 11, 2022. Stakeholder 

meetings were hosted at the same location in the afternoon of the same day. Public comments via comment form, 

interactive mapping, and an internet-based public survey were accepted until April 25, 2022. Stakeholders identified 

by the Study Advisory Team were emailed direct invitations for the meetings, and public advertisements were posted 

in the following newspapers: 

• Vermillion Plain Talk (official Clay County newspaper) – March 25 and April 1, 2022 

• Irene Tri-County News (official Clay County newspaper) – March 24 and March 31, 2022 

• Yankton Press and Dakotan – April 1, 2022 

• Beresford Republic – April 1, 2022 

Meeting Schedule 

3:00 PM to 4:00 PM – Stakeholder Meeting: Townships, Municipalities, School Districts, Other 

4:00 PM to 5:00 PM – Stakeholder Focus Group Discussions  

5:000 PM to 7:00 PM – Public Meeting #2 

Attendance 

Stakeholders – 4 

Public – 5 

Study Advisory Team and Staff – 7  

Summary of Materials Provided 

Exhibits were placed in the room for attendees to browse. A presentation was made using PowerPoint. Attendees 

were asked to record their presence on the sign-in sheet and leave optional comments on the comment cards 

provided. 

Comments and Questions 

During the meetings, attendees commented and asked questions about the study and materials presented.  

Comments During Meetings on April 11, 2022 or written on Comment Cards: 

• Thank you for coming today – The information was very good to learn about. The trail plan is interesting and 

tangible and possibly doable in our county. Looking forward to seeing more ideas. Really excited to visit the 

website. Interactive capability is insightful! 

o Response: Thank you for your comment. 
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• I particularly am impressed & feel very strongly in favor of the bicycle & pedestrian trails plan. This is 

futuristic & will recruit students, faculty, new residents to the area. Keep it in! Figure out the way to fund. 

Fabulous plan! 

o Response: Our next step on the trails plan is to find some case studies showcasing examples of 

how other counties around the US implement and maintain their trail systems. We will also develop 

rough maintenance costs per mile of trail for both hard surface and loose surface trails. We have 

already identified a case study example in Vilas County, Wisconsin. Links: https://biketheheart.org/ 

and https://www.vilaswi.com/itinerary/summer-biking/ and https://www.vilaswi.com/trail-activities/. 

 

• Waze traffic is used by SDDOT for Sturgis Motorcycle Rally. It may be an option for modern traffic levels on 

roads you are lacking data. 

o Response: Thank you for your comment. We will look into web-based traffic data. 

 

• During flooding, it is problematic for bus routes. Sometimes they can’t make pick ups and can only go so far. 

o Response: As part of this study, we are considering how road closures affects routes for people on 

either side of the Vermillion River and hold a focus group to identify auxiliary routes for use during 

seasonal flooding. 

 

• DOT and FEMA won’t allow grade raises by some bridges. 302 St especially could use a grade raise. 

o Response: As part of the study, we will be looking at potential physical improvements, but 
floodways are also an option. Instead of fighting the water, you allow it by reinforcing the roadway 
to stay intact during flooding. Clay County has already started experimenting with this idea with 
shoulder erosion control treatments. Our team has found an international floodway design resource 
guide that could be helpful for Clay County at https://roadsforwater.org/guideline/conclusions-it-
pays-off/5-design-of-floodways/. 
 

• With floodways or similar ideas, you still have a road that is closed, grade raise is the only way to keep it 

open during flooding. 

o Response: As part of the study, we will be looking at potential physical improvements. We will work 

with Clay County to identify priority roads for consideration of an elevated profile if feasible. 

 

• Who owns the trails, even conceptually? Government entity? 501c? 

o Response: It is very early in the process, and have not identified a champion or maintenance entity 

yet for trails in Clay County. It could be a government entity, 501c (tax exempt organization), or 

another way. There is potential for regional cooperation beyond county borders too, such as Union 

County where a similar trails plan ideas is being proposed. 

 

• If permanent trails pavement is destroyed in flooding, we have seen it take years to get funding approved. 

The system itself can be a hurdle. There is an example from 2011, and 11 years later, we are still waiting 

out the process. 

o Response: This is a good lesson, and adds to the case for loose surface, low maintenance trail 

types. The idea of a pedestrian access easement allows a maintenance entity to clear and reopen 

the corridor quickly. 
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• Are any of the bridges that are closed going to be reopened? 

o Response: The bridges that are closed right now are not being considered for replacement, though 

there are some shown on the map at the time of Public Meeting #1 as closed that have been 

replaced. 

 

• Do you know about the bike path plan from Vermillion to Coffee Cup Truck Stop? There was one land owner 

that was blocking the idea. 

o Response: We will look into this and consider updating the trails concept map with this information 

included. 

 

• 2 or 3 of the bridges shown south of Wakonda have been replaced, so they should not be shown as closed. 

o Response: We will follow-up and update the bridge database. 

 

• Flooding has big impacts to school buses and fire departments 

o Response: We will set up a focus group to get a better understanding of what happens when 

flooding occurs. The randomness of flooding makes it more difficult, but we are looking at ideas for 

detour routes and/or flood evacuation routes. An evacuation plan can also highlight the most 

important routes that should be considered for grade raises. 

 

• Consider how hunting season may affect location of bike or pedestrian trails. 

o Response: We will look into this idea, a possibility exists for seasonal closure of trails. 

 

• If trails flood and get washed out, there can be significant cost to reclaim paved trails. If there is a dike, it is 

also important to consider which side of the dike the trail should be on. 

o Response: This may be a motivating factor to use loose surface trails that can be reclaimed at 

significantly less cost. 

 

• There is an app called All Trails that is good for finding existing trails when you are out and about. 

o Response: Thank you for your comment. 

 

• Having a trails plan in this study is an important part of attaining funding for it. Simply having it in this plan 

will increase the chances of receiving funding for trails. 

o Response: Yes, the adoption of a trails plan by Clay County will immediately qualify the County for 

a variety of different grants and funding types. However, the grant application process can also be 

an expense. We may recommend using a 501c organization or volunteers for grant applications 

instead of relying on only County employees. Grant applications almost always have to be 

sponsored by the County with a letter of support, and grants are generally not awarded without an 

identified maintenance entity. 

 

• A lot of people use SD 50 as a cyclist route. 

o Response: Thank you for your comment. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Clay County Master Transportation Plan – Public Feedback and Online Survey Results 4 

• The reflective spinners on stop signs are really helpful and make stop signs more noticeable. 

o Response: The County has stopped using these because the wind destroys them. The County 

prefers to use lights on stop signs instead. 

 

• Flood mats on the shoulder are recommended to have surfacing go over them on the shoulder so that the 

water rushing over the road can’t get between them and dig under the flood mat. Establishing the grass is 

also important. If you bury it under some topsoil, you don’t have to worry about fires destroying the flood mat 

too. 

o Response: Thank you for your comment. The plan will incorporate this language. 

 

• A grade raise acts as a dam and that can cause issues elsewhere. 

o Response: Thank you for your comment. 

 

• Will this plan prioritize projects? 

o Response: Yes. We will work with the County to identify and prioritize projects. 

 

Comments submitted outside of the meetings and survey: 

• 1. The intersection [Bluff Road and 457th St.] above is a Y intersection where there is no warning to a person 

driving eastbound on the Bluff Rd that the cars turning left onto the Bluff Rd from 457th will not stop. A 

deadly intersection waiting to happen. 2. Where we live is a perfect spot to develop a hike/mountain 

bike/horse trail a diagonal to Spirit Mound. We’d love to discuss this with your team. 

o Response: The intersection of Bluff Rd and 457 St is an intersection we are analyzing for 

improvements as part of the plan. Thank you for your idea, and we will reach out to you for more 

details regarding a potential trail route. 

• I was just wondering if we could get River access easements for walkers and non-motorized boats at more 

places along the Missouri River? I'm thinking at the bottom of Armstrong Rd. It would be a nice place to 

wheel a kayak on a dirt trail and access Goat Island, which is a National Park. There are other small roads 

like this: Bottolfson Rd for one, that could be considered. 

o Response: The trails plan included in this document, details each trail corridor in rive adjacent trail 

corridors, this plan calls for increased river accesses, benches, fishing locations, and wayfinding 

signage.  

• I would love to see a trail connecting the Frost Trail to North Alabama Bend trail and running all the way to 

Clay County Park 

o Response: We have included this trail connection in the Clay County trails master plan. 

 

Individual comments submitted via interactive mapping: 

• Request for a Vermillion to Yankton Trail Connection 

o Response: We have included a Vermillion to Yankton trail connection in the Clay County trails 

master plan. 
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Public Survey Results 

March 14 – May 5, 2022 

64 Participants, 63 Completed, 0 Terminated, Typical Time Spent: 7.5 minutes 

The public survey posed 26 questions relating to the existing transportation network in Clay County. There were 

opportunities for participants to provide feedback relating to their usage of the transportation network, overall 

performance, issues and concerns, prioritization of specific types of improvements, and general comments. 

A total of 63 surveys were completed. The results of the survey questions, comments, and analysis are shown below. 

The results and comments are helpful in identifying transportation issues and opportunities in Clay County, as well as 

gain an understanding on where people stand regarding funding and performance of the transportation network. 

 
1. Where do you live? 

 

Other (please specify) 

• In City Limits 

• Union County 

More than half of the respondents (68.8%) were Vermillion residents living off-campus while 21.9% were Rural 

Clay County residents. 
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2. Where do you travel for work/school in Clay County? Select all that apply. 

 

The majority of respondents were traveling to Vermillion (84.4%) for work/school in Clay County. 

 

3. What is your age? 

 

Age distribution is well distributed, though the 16-25 age group was underrepresented, meaning that University 

of South Dakota students will have little influence on the results of the survey. 

 

 

84.4%

6.3%
4.7%
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Vermillion

Rural Clay
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Other (please
specify)
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4. What is your gross annual household income? 

 

According to ACS 2019 results, median income in Clay is $50,724. Approximately 59.4% of respondents 

indicated that their household income is over $65,000 in the survey. 10.9% preferred not to answer. 

5. How do you typically travel to destinations from your home? 

 

Other (please specify): 

• County Vehicle typically on duty and POV when not 

7.8% of the respondents bike or walk to school in Clay County while 87.5% drive alone 
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6. How many miles do you travel in a typical week? 

 

Half of the respondents (50.0%) were traveling up to 50 miles while the other half of respondents (50.0%) 

travel over 51 miles in a typical week. 

 

7.  During warmer months, how often do you walk/bike outdoors in Clay county? How often do you use 

public transit (e.g. buses, paratransit etc.)? 

 

During warmer months, 50% of survey respondents report that they walk 3 or more days per week.  55.7% 

indicated that they cycle at least 1 day per month. 86.4% of survey respondents never use public transit. 
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8.  What prevents you from walking/biking outdoors more often than you do? 

 

Lack of bike/ped 
infrastructure 
(10) 

• No where fun to do it 
• Lack of bike trails/walking paths not in town 
• Would like bike paths that connect to destinations, like Spirit Mound, Clay Creek, Wakonda, 

Clay County Park, or anywhere along the river. 
• Insufficient bike paths around town, and existing ones are not in great conditions. 
• There are no sidewalks hardly anywhere, and the ones that are around are horrible--

cracked, unlevel, very narrow, etc. 
• No shoulder on county roads 
• Inadequate bike lanes. 
• Not enough trails, only sidewalks 
• no trails 
• lack of bike trails 

Time (14) • Time - it is faster to drive 
• Work 
• Life/work 
• Mostly time 
• Time (5) 
• Work to much 
• Time 
• Obligations 
• Time 
• Work :-) 
• Busy 
• Time 
• Work 
• Time 

Traffic/ Young or 
Reckless 
Drivers/Safety 
(9) 

• East Main St where we live is a VERY busy road and often times people are driving way too 
fast so out of safety concerns we don’t walk/bike as much as we would like. 

• Traffic   Safety  Concerns 
• traffic, ice on sidewalk/road 
• LIVE ON HIGHWAY 19, TRAFFIC HEAVY AND GOING 65 MPH 
• i live in rural clay county on a busy gravel road 
• Young drivers 
• Crazy drivers on Cherry and on Clark street, for walking. Lots of texting and driving you can 

see.  And I hate riding bike. It’s boring. 
• Unsafe to do so on the highway 
• Drivers do not yield to pedestrians around campus, even at crosswalks. For example, 

crossing at sidewalks onto campus, where cars should yield to pedestrians, they don’t. I 
highly encourage you to make these more clearly pedestrian crosswalks. Examples: Signs. 
Raised crosswalks. Bright painted lines. We have the same issue getting go Prentis Park 
even where there are yield signs. Raised crosswalks with bright paint would be appreciated. 

Weather (7) • Weather. I don't walk when the weather is bad (snow, rain, sleet, etc). 
• Weather (5) 
• Lack of covered bike racks to keep my bike dry on rainy days. 
• Weather 
• Weather 
• Weather 
• Weather 
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Health 
conditions (2) 

• Arthritis 
• Health 

Multiple 
Reasons (6)  

• Time/Lack of trails or safer roadways to walk 
• Time, need to transport objects I can’t carry on foot or on bike, not feeling well enough to 

walk or bike. 
• Live in rural Clay County on a County Highway, which does not have shoulders for safe 

biking, nor is the speed of drivers patrolled well to permit walking or biking safely. 
• Weather & Time 
• Motivation, bad weather, lack of dedicated bike trails close to home. 
• Weather or convenience (need transportation of items). 

Other (9) • Motivation 
• not interested 
• I walk almost everyday but I don’t have a bike here 
• Do not wish to bike on streets or sidewalks. 
• No desire, I play golf. 
• Nothing 
• I do for fun but drive to work due to dropping off children at school 
• Most streets (with the exception of Main Street) are poorly lit 
• Don’t like biking on streets. Nowhere interesting to walk. 

 

Things that prevent respondents from walking/biking outdoors are varied. 
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9. Why do you use public transit? Select all that apply. 

 

For school 0 

I don’t have a driver’s license 1 

I have disability 0 

It’s convenient 1 

It’s more affordable 0 

To avoid impaired driving 3 

I don’t use public transit 55 

Other (please specify) 3 

 

Other (please specify). 

• Not offered where we live. 

• Summer Red and Gold Program.  Provides kids opportunities for field trips during the summer 

since field trips in school are non-existent 

• Sober driver 

The inconvenience of utilizing public access and/or the lack of access to public transit could be factors in this heavily 

weighted response. However, 25% of respondents (Q22) indicated they have specific areas where they would like to 

see additional or improved transit facility access.  
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10.  How would you rate the quality of Clay County transportation infrastructure compared to 5 years 

ago? 

 

30.2% respondents responded this question as Somewhat Better or Better. 15.9% said Somewhat Worse or Worse. 

23.8% said I Don’t Know (not shown in chart). 

 

 

11.  Please rate the condition of the roads in Clay County below. 

 

Generally respondents responded this question as Fair, Good, or Excellent depending on jurisdiction or road facility 

hierarchy. 
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12. How safe do you feel driving, walking or cycling in Clay County? 

 

Cycling had the highest amount of respondents responding to this question as Very Unsafe to Somewhat Unsafe 

compared to Walking or Driving. However, Cycling (40.4%), Walking (61.7%), and Driving (77.0%) each received a 

high amount of Somewhat Safe to Very Safe responses. Cycling does show that least amount of Somewhat Safe to 

Very Safe responses of the three modes listed here. 

 

13. Identify general or specific safety issues that you are most concerned about in Clay County. 

 

Lack of Bike/Ped 
Infrastructure or 
Poor condition 
(11) 

• Insufficient dedicated bike lanes or in poor conditions.  
• Lack of bicycle lanes.   
• Poor sidewalks  
• The quality of the sidewalks, my kids trip and fall frequently on the cracked unlevel 

sidewalks. I've twisted an ankle on them. We don't do walks around town anymore because 
of this, unless it is solely on USD campus because they have nice, large, level sidewalks.   

• for walking and biking we need more trail systems, the roads are to busy and hard to 
maneuver due to loose gravel, washboarding.    

• lack of bike trails and sidewalks  
• Need more bike trails and need to maintain the ones we have.  Stabilize song Vermillion 

River and save the path   
• The lack of sidewalks throughout town so have to walk on the roads.  
• Lack of bike and walking paths  
• City streets are too bumpy with manholes. Pedestrian/cycling is scary/unprotected.   
• Not wide enough shoulders for road bikers   

Traffic/ Young or 
Reckless 
Drivers/High 
Speeds (12) 

• Bad drivers/older drivers  
• People tend to ignore signage and drive very fast without regard for pedestrian or bicycle 

traffic  
• Cell phone usage amongst drivers and intoxicated individuals driving   
• Cars do not respect or know how to travel around/with people biking on streets, but biking 

on sidewalks is not possible.   
• phones and driving.  4 way stops  
• Lots of distracted drivers- from being on their phones, to being "high" or drunk driving. And 

the bike paths they do have on the roads, bikers don't follow them. Especially the one on 
Norbeck street.  They ride in the middle of street, literally.   

• Distracted driving, speeding, drunk driving, no respect for cyclists  

4

4

7

4

7
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6
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16
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• Cars do not yield in crosswalks. I hope you add raised crosswalks. Maybe speed bumps? 
Lots of yield signs.   

• People making u turns in the middle of the street downtown and USD students crossing 
cherry and not waiting for the light to turn. By the campus.  

• Normal concerns with having young children and crossing roadways. 
• Crossing busy roadways  
• 55 mile per hour speed limit on gravel roads is insane   

Multiple Safety 
Issues (5) 

• Lack of protected lanes for bicycles. Lack of awareness of rules of the road related to 
bicycles (among both motorists and cyclists).   

• Bluff Road and 457th intersection. Walking paths from Westreville to Spirit Mound, 
Vermillion to Spirit Mound, Spirit Mound to Clay County Park. We'd like a trail system that 
could connect Wakonda to Vermillion to Meckiling and the Bridge. Safety is an issue, as 
there are no ways to get the outdoor exercise you want without sharing the road with traffic, 
or crossing a road like Hwy 50  

• East Main St has a very dangerous ravine where the gravel road narrows.  VERY icy in the 
winter as the snow/ice never melts off of it.  Several cars have slide in the ditch.  I believe 
the road appears to be washing away underneath where the stream goes down the bluff 
which is narrowing the road.  

• Crossing Hiway 50 is dangerous and difficult  Inadequate bike paths    
• Deer and bad drivers.  

Road 
Infrastructure (4) 

• Deteriorating road conditions.  
• Roadside safety is lone concern   
• Speed on County highways  Inadequate shoulders and road width on County and township 

gravel roads to support safe agricultural travel.  
• Intersections without a yield or stop sign  

Other (8) • Not enough lighting.  
• Mostly biking downtown is my concern.  
• Students walking out in the street whenever and wherever.   
• Stop light corner of m ok ii0hwy 19 and 50  
• The druggies just walk around in the areas everyone goes and it get sketchy. At the park 

guys will walk up to me all the time that I can tell are high   
• FIRE AS I LIVE IN THE COUNTRY AND WORRY ABOUT HOW FAST THEY COULD GET 

TO MY HOME  
• Bridge issues  
• Slowness of winter road cleanup on county roads—always significantly behind neighboring 

county oils  
None (7) • ?  

• X  
• No   
• None (3) 
• None  
• N/A  
• None  

 

Many of the safety issues listed were related to walking and biking. Within the comments, there was some frustration 

about knowledge and education for sharing the public right of way between the various modes of travel. 
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14. Rate the overall level of traffic congestion in Clay County? 

 

Traffic Congestion in Clay County is generally seen as a non-issue, or a minor proplem. 

 

15. Are there any locations in Clay County where you experience travel delay in your travels? 

 

Yes, list the location and time when travel delays occur. 

School Let 
out/drop off & 
University(6) 

• Around schools 
• When schools are getting out. 
• By the Vermillion Middle School during morning commute. Congestion occurs with the drop 

off by parents and limited stop signs. 
• Around Jolley Elementary School and turning onto Main Street from 7:30-8:00 am (parents 

dropping off kids, kids crossing streets, people driving to work. 
• Near Campus when school day is starting/lunch time/end of school day 
• To from public schools 

Cherry St, etc. 
(7) 

• Slow light at Cherry and Plum St 
• Cherry Street around campus during noon hour and around 5pm 
• Stanford, Cherry, Highway 50 Bypass 
• Cherry St at 5 pm hard to get turned out onto street from any business as just when the 

traffic from one direction is stopped at a light the traffic from the other direction is coming.  
Doesn't seem to be any timing with the stoplights 

• Stop lights on Cherry street in the college 
• Dakota and cherry street 
• Cherry street by BK— students crossing 

Vermilion, etc. 
(5) 

• Downtown.  8am. And 3 pm. Narrow streets slows traffic way too muc 
• within the city of Vermillion 
• HIGHWAY 50 AND HIGHWAY 19 INTERSECTION END OF DAY 

63.5%

34.9%

1.6%

Not a problem

Minor problem

Major problem

Yes
18

(28.6%)

No
45

(71.4%)
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• That stoplight by Burger king and by City Hall. The stoplight college kids either don't look, or 
J walk. Cars slam on their breaks or cars let them go when it's green. And in front of City 
Hall, it should be a 4 way stop. Us coming from the courthouse, half to pull out halfway on 
the street and stop. We can't see anything with cars parked ( like in front of that bike store) 
But they must be okay with cars stopping in the middle of the road because we can't see. 
LOTS Of vehicles do it. Heck even the Police officers do it too. Kind of sad. 

• Turning left onto Dakota from Pine St. at lunchtime. 

 

The responses are varied around the City of Vermillion. 

 

16. Rate the following transportation project types in order of importance. You can drag and drop your 

responses. 

Survey respondents ranked Existing Road Maintenance/Improvement as their priority in Clay County. Bridge 

Maintenance/Replacement, Safety, and Bicycl/Pedestrian/Trails were also listed as relatively high priority items, while 

Bus/Transit and Construction New Roads were ranked with less importance. Flood Mitigation has mixed priorities. 
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17. Are you willing to support potential increases in fees to support transportation 

maintenance/improvement projects in Clay County such as Road Maintenance/Improvement, New 

Road Construction, Bridge Maintenance/Replacement, Flood Mitigation, Bicycle/Pedestrian/Trails, 

Bus/Transit, and Safety? 

 

Many of our survey respondees were favorable in the support of higher fees for transportation 

maintenance/improvement projects in Clay County, however this survey may skew towards people who support 

transportation, and may not reflect this if taken to a vote in Clay County.  

 

18. How would you like Clay county’s transportation system to look in the next 20 years? Please 

describe. 

 

Bike & 
Pedestrian 
infrastructure 
(11) 

• More bike lanes and safer. 
• I would like Clay County to have made significant progress toward Complete Streets where 

everyone can safely use the transportation system. I'd be excited to see connected bicycle 
trails, protected bicycle lanes, and public transit connecting people to employment 
opportunities. More info on Complete Streets here: 
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/complete-streets 

• I would like Vermillion to be a walkable city.  I would like pedestrians and people bicycling to be 
the priority over people who are driving. 

• I would like to see wider, level, well constructed sidewalks throughout the town. 
• Would love to see better walking/biking trails, and some better repairs to Rural 

University/Greenfield. 
• I expect bike lanes to appear on main roads, possibly more trails as well for biking and 

walking. It would be nice to have traffic streamlined around main roads/schools (Main Street)   
• More bike trails. More traffic control devices to keep the roadways safer to bike and walk. 
• Better and extensive bike paths, better mass transit, fewer cars 
• Better crosswalks. Better bike lanes. 
• More multimodal efforts. Not so car centric 
• Safe, with deference to pedestrians!!! 

Road and 
Bridge 
Infrastructure 
(9) 

• All county roads widened for shoulders.  Bridges replaced/repaired 
• Maintain roads and bridges   
• Fix bridges 
• Safe and roads and bridges in good condition 
• Keep the good roads and don't waste money on a bike path for city people 
• We need to stick to basics and get them right before we add bike trails, etc. Our county taxes 

are already exceedingly high compared to neighboring counties for poorer roads—I take 
extreme issue with that. Where is the  money going? 

• Same but better roads 
• All paved roads. 
• Since this town is so into the colleges, why not make the roads bigger to support all this. No 

parking down town, make an extra parking lot. Make roads bigger, especially on Cherry street. 

7 4 18 16 16

Strongly opposed Somewhat opposed Neutral Somewhat support Strongly support
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Make sure the college kids follow the rules too, because a few of them are probably lucky to be 
here. 

Transit (4) • More public transportation. 
• More public transport for those that cannot drive. There are a number of those in the 

community that have to wait for the public transport, which can take a long time given the 
limited number of public transport. 

• An actual bus with regular stops at regular times would be nice 
•  Greater access & schedules to public transit 

Funding (2) • For the County to take care of ALL structures and tax the district appropriately to pay for it. Our 
roads and bridges are awful. Closing a road is not the solution to necessary bridge repair or 
replacement.  And townships are I'll equipped to bear the cost, nor should they for travel that 
supports the whole County and related business travel. 

• I believe if the county and townships worked together on rural roads improvements could be 
made.  Right now it doesn't appear that townships have the funds to maintain the roads as 
they should be 

Flooding (1) • Pass more floodwater on the vermillion ;otherwise no change. 
 

Multiple and 
Various 
Improvements 
(6) 

• Better condition and safer 
• Safe and efficient. 
• bridges replaced on roads that have been closed  Bike/hiking connecting vermillion trails to 

Clay county park trails 
• Well maintained, including township roads. Better lighting, potentially using solar and LED 

systems. 
• Green circle with a way to run a marathon or bike for hours to view wildlife and greenspace. 

Ways to ride horse, walk or bike from towns and activities within Clay County. Charging 
stations in Westreville and other Clay County towns for electric cars. 

• Improved bike/walking trail system, more gravel roads changed to paved roads in Vermillion 
(Luxemberg street), complete carr street at north end of town 

No Response 
(9) 

• Unsure 
• I am not sure 
• I really don’t know. 
• X 
• No comment. 
• X 
• No 
• NA 
• Idk 

 

The responses are varied. Bike/Ped infrastructure and Road/Bridge infrastructure received the most attention when it 

comes to a vision of the transportation system 20 years from now. 
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19. How did you learn about this online survey? 

 

20. If you would like to receive public meeting notices directly, please write your name and email 

address. 

 

21. Would you like to answer 5 more questions to better inform the Clay County Master Transportation 

Plan? 

 

 

Positive response to this question indicates the respondents felt the survey was worth their time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1

0

22

29

4

7

Newspaper

Project website

Email

Facebook

Word of mouth

Other (please specify)

Yes
53

(84.1%)

No
13

(15.9%)
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22. Are there specific areas where you would like to see additional or improved transit facility access in 

Clay County? 

 

Rural Services (3) • Country 
• County wide. Vermillion. 
• My blind mother in rural beresford would love options. 

Connect Town 
centers (2) 

• Helping commuters get to and from Vermillion from surrounding towns and Sioux 
Falls/Sioux City if possible 

•  Wakonda to Vermillion 
Vermilion (2) • .n Vermillion, it would be nice to see an actual transit route. I know cost is a factor, but a 

service on a schedule to plan around would be great. 
• Downtown Walmart 

Access to 
Recreation (2) 

• Improved bike trail system along vermillion river 
• Local parks 

Availability and 
Restrictions 

• More hours available and provide better access with less "rules" to ride. 

Other (2) • Norbeck Street. That bike path is useless there and Cherry street by the college. And 
downtown. Does the mayor know that she is a laughing stalk of that? No parking. 
People love that Starbucks.. Scooters and other foodchains are here. Lots of us avoid 
downtown. Oh park at the courthouse. No lights at dark and if I'm going to eat at the 
Brickhouse, I'm not walking that fair. Stupid. Even for the older folks. We'll still to food 
chains on Cherry street.   

• Lighting on Dakota and Main Street (other than downtown) 
fix bike trail by Vermillion River 

 

Recommendations for transit services are varied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes
13

(25%)

No
39

(75%)
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23. Are there specific locations where you would like to see additional or improved bike/pedestrian 

facilities in Clay County? 

 

Vermilion (10) • I would like there to be a system of bicycle paths/lanes that go around and throughout 
Vermillion. 

• Around Vermillion, and safe options for biking to the parks (clay county, and spirit 
mound) 

• Main Street 
• in the city of Vermillion, bike lanes 
• Vermillion - specifically in the central district 
• Around Vermillion 
• Bike and walking paths in and around Vermillion and elsewhere if possible 
• Norbeck street. They put on there, but how cars can park on that side too. They're in 

the middle of the street. Lots of drivers get on their tails or honk their horn. Do stupid 
things, get the consequences. Down town. With all the pots and weird side walk, how 
can you ride bike? Behind the parked cars? And by the pool. Especially by the four way 
stop. Those sidewalks are BAD. They have 5Ks coming from that way and people 
either don't use them because their not kept up. An old guy was running on that, when 
doing the 5k, and totally biffed it do to the sidewalks being un even. 

• Everywhere! Main and cherry streets 
• I do not feel safe crossing streets near campus and Prentis Park. I really hope you add 

lots more pedestrian yield signs, painted crosswalks, and maybe even raised 
crosswalks. I would support speed bumps in the residential areas near campus. 

Access to Clay 
County Park and 
Recreation (5) 

• Bike/walk trail to Clay Co park. 
• extend hiking/biking  trail to clay county park. Provide parking and accesses to the 

Vermillion river for the purpose of launching kayaks and canoes essentially establishing 
a water trail for recreation 

• Clay county park 
• Clay county park 
• Westreville to Spirit Mound, Spirit Mound to Clay County Park, Westreville to Wakonda 

Multiple and Various 
Improvements (8) 

• vermillon river; burbank road  
• County wide. Should be feasible option to get anywhere, or nowhere in particular—

including leisure.  
• Complete bike path trial on highway 50 to the north of USD 
• longer trail by the Highway 
• Both inside vermillion and on paved rural roads. In their current condition, they are 

unsafe for bicycle and pedestrian traffic 
• Not specific exactly. But throughout there are a number of streets/avenues that do not 

have sidewalks, which makes walking in those areas unsafe. 
• Sharrows/side paths. Signage for bike routes. 
• I would like to see covered bicycle parking at major businesses and public buildings. I 

enjoy biking on Highway 19 because of the rumble strip between me and traffic, yet 
other roads feel unprotected. 

Recommendations for bike/pedestrian facilities are varied, including urban and rural improvements. 

Yes
29

(55.8%)

No
23

(44.2%)
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24. Are there specific locations where you would like to see additional or improved roadway facilities 

(beyond typical maintenance and resurfacing) in Clay County? 

 

Multiple and Various 
Improvements (8) 

• Dangerous intersection at 457th and Bluff Rd 
• Timber Road really needs to be wider 
• University Rd 
• Greenfield, University, 316th & 317th street to subdivisions 
• 309th st paved from Greenfield rd to Frog Creek rd 
• In Front on City Hall, it should be a 4 way stop. Unless you're okay with, which I'm 

assuming the city is, having people pull halfway out onto coming traffic to be able to 
see. When cars are parked, especially in front of that bike shop, you can't see. Heck, 
you have law enforcement doing that too.  Greenfield gravel road. lots of pot holes.  
Cherry street. 

• Gravel roads going to the Highline or the river needs maintenance 
• Side streets 

 

Recommendations improved roadway facilities are varied, mostly rural locations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes
8

(15.7%)

No
43

(84.3%)
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25. Which type of roads in Clay County do you have the most concerns about (does NOT include 

Interstate, State Highway, or Municipal roads)? Select all that apply. If yes, please list your concerns. 

 
Please explain your selection. 

Gravel (5) • Extreme washboards on many roads 
• All seem to be in dire need of gravel and grading. 
• grating them 
• Gravel roads in general are more difficulty to navigate and more significantly affected by 

weather — rain and snow in particular. 
• Gravel Roads going to the River or highline need maintenance 

Township (2) • Townships have so little funding that it is hard for them to maintain their roads. 
• Townships really need the help.  A lot more than we need a bike trail/path 

Vermillion (2) • East Main Street 
• Missouri st 

Other (9) • The County has set a dangerous precedent in refusing to service or replace small 
structures. Ensuring emergency access and access to direct routes to State or County 
Highways should be something supported county-wide. 

• Dangerous 
• lower speed limt 
• some county roads are extremely narrow 
• These are the roads that could be more bicycle friendly. 
• These roads have the most traffic and need the most attention. 
• These need to be kept at a minimum standard as seen in neighboring counties—both in 

basic maintenance and winter maintenance. It’s appalling how Clay County compared 
to Union, Turner and Yankton counties in this respect. Especially in consideration at 
how how high taxes compare to theirs. 

• Between it being so dry, lots of cracks and holes on the gravel roads. Do to plows, 
bumpy roads on the paved road. But actually the county does better than the City 
roads. I hear that a lot of people. City just doesn't care, she cares more about her 
imagine than her people. It shows. 

• PAVED AND GRAVEL ARE WHAT I DRIVE ON 

 

Concerns about Clay County and township roads are varied, with gravel maintenance/improvements being a primary 

comment.  

 

30.8%

18.5%
30.8%

20.0% Paved county roads

Gravel county roads

Gravel township roads

I don’t have any 
concerns.
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26. Do you have any other comments or ideas about the Clay County transportation network over the 

next 20 years that you haven’t addressed in any of the previous questions? 

No (12) • N/A 

• No 
• No 
• No 
• No Thank You 
• No 
• No 
• None 
• X 
• No 
• No 
• No 

Other (3) • Helping residents change their habits toward more active and shared transportation 
would require concerted promotion and education. I hope the County will consider this 
social/cultural dimension in addition to the needed infrastructure improvements. 

• Bus stops? maybe around town? If kids are riding them. 
• Can we add waysides or greenspace along Clay Creek or other future bike paths? 

 

Responses were minimal indicating that respondents felt their primary concerns were already addressed with 

previous responses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


